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Author and Former DeKalb County CEO Michael Thurmond 

Named Georgia Author of the Year Finalist 

Recent book on James Oglethorpe recognized in history category 

 
DECATUR, Ga.—Author and 

former DeKalb County CEO 

Michael L. Thurmond has been 

named the 2025 finalist for the 

Georgia Author of the Year 

Award in the history category. 

 

The recognition was 

announced June 30 by the 

Georgia Writers Association for 

Thurmond’s latest book, 

“James Oglethorpe, Father of 

Georgia: A Founder’s Journey 

from Slave Trader to 

Abolitionist.”   

 

“I am honored and humbled 

that my work has been 

recognized by such a 

prestigious organization,” 

Thurmond said. 

 

The book documents the life and legacy of Oglethorpe, detailing how his original vision for Georgia 

fueled his evolution from slave trader to abolitionist, “legitimately earning the description on his 

memorial: ‘Friend of the oppressed Negro,’” the judges stated. 

 

The Georgia Writers Association said Thurmond’s book “presents a compelling reassessment of 

Oglethorpe’s legacy as the founder of the Georgia colony.”  
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Author and former DeKalb County CEO Michael L. Thurmond 

named the 2025 finalist for the Georgia Author of the Year Award 

in the history category. 
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Published by the University of Georgia Press, Thurmond’s book explains that Oglethorpe’s 

“reputation has long been sullied by his affiliation with a British slave trading company, use of slave 

labor to establish Savannah, and a smear campaign by pro-slavery colonists,” the judges stated. 

 

According to the judges, however, Thurmond provides “compelling details about the founder’s 

lifelong resistance to slavery for economic, colonial-defense, and humanitarian reasons, and he 

chronicles multiple occasions when Oglethorpe recognized the shared humanity of other people.” 

 

Thurmond describes how Oglethorpe supported Ayuba Sulieman Diallo and Olaudah Equiano, two 

formerly enslaved Black men who endured the transatlantic slave trade. 

 

Oglethorpe’s unique “friendships” with Diallo and Equiano, two of eighteenth-century England’s 

most influential Black men, are little-known examples of interracial antislavery activism that 

breathed life into the formal abolitionist movement.  

 

In 2015, Thurmond’s book Freedom: Georgia’s Antislavery Heritage, 1733-1865, was awarded the 

prestigious Georgia Historical Society’s Lilla Hawes Award. In 2004, the Georgia Center for the 

Book listed Freedom as “One of the Twenty-Five Books All Georgians Should Read.”  

 

### 


